WP_QUERY

By Marco Berrocal
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WHAT WE ARE GOING TO LEARN

What the WP Query is of course! In a nutshell,
It's one way to get posts off the database.
Before this, you have been at WordPress'’

mercy




THE WHY

So you are using WordPress
and using some posts, pages,
categories, custom posts,
metadata and what not. All
your Information is displayed
via The Loop. What Is the Loop?

// The Query

$the_query = WPS@ery( sargs );
// The Loop

if ( $the_query->have_posts() ) {
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THE LOOP

s the way WordPress fetches
posts for any given situation.
't works closely with your
theme. It's true to its name
(the Loop). No Loop = No
ticket. Let's look at examples.
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BUT SOMETIMES THE LOOP JUST ISN'T ENOUGH

Because you want to display your posts
differently than the Loop. You want to have
control of what conditions need to be met In
order to get the information you want for the
scenario that you need. Or your heed to run a
Query that I1s custom, somewhere else.
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LIKE WHICH?

Any scenario you can think of. The key take-away Is to think of
your posts and which ones would you like to see. The why,
well, that I1s up to you.
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THE WHAT - REDEFINED

The WP_Query Is a way to
retrieve posts off the database
that meet the criteria that you, ¥

as a developer would like to -~

give SO |t Wl” be 3 LOOp that iS The WP Codex written by a Gutenberg guy.
based on what you neead.




THE HOW.

The syntax of a WP Query Is similar to a Loop, but with a few
extra steps, the most important being the $args parameter,
which stands for the arguments that the query Is going to
run. Let’'s take a look at 1t code wise.




THE WHAT NOW

When you start to use It, the possibilities are endless. This will
now help you |look at data and see how can | extract this using
a custom query. There are also other queries related to
WP_Query which extend the power of WordPress even
further. WP_Comment_Query, WP_Meta_Query and
WP_Date_Query.




THANK Y'ALL

My Twitter handle is @MarcoBLI10.

Shoutout to the community of Birmingham, Alabama.
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